
BY KEVIN MCGUIRE

MARY DUFFY has had to
overcome remarkable
adversity throughout her
life. She was born without
arms and uses her body
and especially her feet to
do everyday tasks and to
create her paintings.

Now Mary Duffy will
hold a solo exhibition at
Bold Art Gallery entitled
Signature. It opens tonight
at 6pm and will run until
Sunday June 17.

“I painted a lot when I
was a child and then I

went to art college when I
was 18,” Mary tells me.
“Almost immediately after
that I gave up painting and
didn’t paint again for
another 25 years. I just
couldn’t handle the whole
business of people asking
me whether I painted with
my mouth or with my foot!
I took up photography and
I found I didn’t get asked
the same questions. Then
a while ago I got offered
the opportunity to go away
for a weekend painting
and I discovered I still
really loved it.”

In the years since she
graduated from the
National College of Art
and Design, Mary set out
to present herself with
new challenges and
interesting work. From
1982 to 1992 she developed
performance art pieces
which dealt with her
experiences as a disabled
woman and the politics of
identity. In 1997 she began
work with RTÉ Radio.

“It was great work and
really challenging,” she
says. “I worked for about
five years on The Pat
Kenny Show as a

researcher and then I
worked as a producer with
Vincent Browne. In 1999 I
made my first radio
documentary called Tales
Of The Observed. It was
about the response of
disabled people to being
stared at. It was quite
groundbreaking at the
time because up to that
point you’d never got the
unvarnished accounts of
responses to the
insensitivity of non-
disabled people. It was a
big deal.”

Although work on radio
opened up many new
avenues for Mary Duffy
she came to a point where
she found it exhausting.
Then an actor friend by
the name of Matt Fraser
told her an American film
company was casting a
movie that required
disabled actors. The
director thought Mary’s
audition tape was “mind-
blowing” and he offered
her a part in the movie
alongside Robert Downey
jr and Nicole Kidman.
What was it like acting
alongside these Hollywood
A-listers?

“I was kind of hot!”
replies Mary. “At the time
it was 105 degrees in New
York and because I’ve no
arms I’m more likely to
suffer from dehydration. I
have to say though that
whatever people find
exciting about acting I
don’t have it. There were a
lot of people on set who
got a real buzz out of it. 

“I get the same kind of
excitement for painting
but I don’t get excited
about the movies. I really
liked Robert Downey jr,
and Nicole Kidman was
grand in the couple of
scenes I had with her.”

The movie in question
Fur is available on DVD
and will be screened at the
Cork Film Festival in
October.

In the meantime Galway
art enthusiasts can view
Mary Duffy’s exhibition.
“I’ve been happily painting
for the last few years
without thinking about
selling any work,” she
says. “It’s a new ball game
now though.”

Go to
www.boldartgallery.com
or www.maryduffy.ie
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What is your idea
of perfect
happiness?
A long bright
summer evening,
sitting on the deck
with my husband,
glass of wine in
hand, and the two
kids playing together in the garden
with no tears or squabbles. It might
still happen some day ...
Which historical figure do you most
identify with?
Jane Austen.
Which living person do you most
admire?
I admire so many different people I
can’t rank them one above the other.
Which is the trait you most deplore
in yourself?
Failure to make time for the truly
important things in life.
What is your greatest extravagance?
I’m hoping to buy a horse some time
in the next year, which will be
extravagant indeed!
What is your favourite journey?
When walking in the Wicklow
mountains.
On what occasion do you lie?
I’m not a good liar. The few times in
my life I’ve said something that wasn’t
true, I've turned a deep shade of
magenta, which is a bit of a giveaway.
Which living person do you most
despise?
George W Bush.
What or who is the greatest love of
your life?
My children and my husband.
When and where were you
happiest?
I have a vivid memory of being 10 or
11 years old, standing in the vegetable
garden on my grandmother’s farm,
eating a ripe tomato I’d just picked.
Which talent would you most like to
have?
The ability to manage my time well.
What is your current state of mind?
Distracted.
What do you consider your greatest
achievement?
Bringing my two children into the
world.
If you were to die and come back as
a person or a thing, what do you
think it would be?
I’d love to come back as a tree, but
doubt I’ll be that lucky.
What is your most treasured
possession?
My guitar. It’s a Martin D-28 made in
1965 and I have nightmares about it
being stolen or damaged.
What do you regard as the lowest
depth of misery?
Feeling that I’ve let other people down.
What is your favourite occupation?
Playing music. Well, it would be,
wouldn’t it?
What is the quality you most like in
a man?
Trustworthiness.
What is the quality you most like in
a woman?
Trustworthiness.
Who are your favourite writers?
Jane Austen, Alice Munro, Edward P
Jones.
What is your motto?
Everything will be all right in the end.

Sarah plays The Crane Bar, Sea Road,
on Monday at 9pm. Tickets are €10
from The Crane on 091 - 587419 or
www.thecranebar.com. See also
www.sarahmcquaid.com and
www.myspace.com/sarahmcquaid

Kernan Andrews

PROUST
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Sarah McQuaid
SINGER/SONGWRITER

Thelma Mansfield
exhibition at Kenny’s
BY KERNAN ANDREWS

THELMA MANSFIELD, the
former RTÉ broadcaster, will
hold her debut exhibition,
entitled Beaches, Boats, & Bogs
in The Kenny Gallery.

While Thelma began working
in RTÉ in her teens, she always
kept up with her drawing and
painting. When she retired from
broadcasting in the late nineties,
Thelma was free to devote all of
her time to art. She has had a
long and happy relationship
with Connemara and her studio
is in An Spidéal.

The exhibition will be
officially opened by author, wit,
and Clifden veterinary surgeon
Muiris Ó Scanaill tomorrow at
6pm. It continues until Thursday
June 28.

Find out if it is Nurture vs
Nature in UCHG exhibition
which opens today
BY KERNAN ANDREWS

ARE BEHAVIOUR and attitudes a
product of nature or nurture? It’s a
question that can see psychologists,
scientists, and sociologists running
around in circles for hours on end.

Best to skip asking them if you
don’t want to drown in a deluge of
conflicting arguments, and instead
opt for a clever and alternative
approach to the issue, with a new
art exhibition which is taking place
in UCHG.

Nurture vs Nature - a group
exhibition with Kevin Mooney, Joe
McNicholas, Joanne Hynes, Jason
McCaffrey, and Enda Conway, opens
today at 5pm in the foyer of the
hospital. The exhibition will include

paintings, drawings, and
photographs.

This exhibition brings together
artists whose work is linked by their
contemporary interrogation of the
landscape tradition. The exhibition
maps the increasingly complex
intersections between the built
environment and the natural world.

Independent of the Nurture vs
Nature theme, the works also
function as intricate visual
arrangements and self referential
art objects. This is achieved through
the artists’ compositional
arrangements, their awareness of
the weight of colour, and their
dedication to the mastery of the
traditional materials that they use.

Nurture vs Nature runs until
Tuesday July 3.

Residencesetagainst32spectacularscenery by Joanne Hynes

Landscape Tantrums by Jason McCaffrey

Roscommon artist Lisa Sweeney has
been attracting a lot of interest with
her atmospheric paintings. Now the

Norman Villa Gallery in Salthill hosts
a new exhibition of her work which

opens tonight at 6pm. The work is
strongly figurative and based on

festivals and gatherings. The
exhibition runs until Wednesday.

Mary Duffy brings her distinctive
Signature to Bold Gallery

Self Portrait by Mary Duff.


